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“THE PUBLIC GOOD OUR END.” 


Offictal. 
PRESIDENT’s. MESSAGE 


Fellow Citizens of the Senate, 
and of the House of Representatives. 


At an early day after the close of the 
last session of Congress, an offer was for- 
mally communicated from his Imperial 
Majesty, the Emperor of Russia, of his 
mediation, as the common friend of the 
es at oer ~~ Great Britain, nt 

purpose o ilitating a peace be- 
tween them. The high sicenion of 
the Emperor Alexander being a satisfac- 
ue pledge for the sincerity and impar- 
tiality of his offer, it was immediately 
accepted; and as a further proof of the 
disposition on the part of the U. States 
to meet their adversary in honorable ex- 
periments for terminating the war, it 
was determined to avoid intermediate 
delay, incident to the distance of the 
parties, by a definitive provision for the 
contemplated negociation. Three of 
our eminent citizens were accordingly 
commissioned with the requisite powers 
to conclude a treaty of peace, with per- 
sons clothed with like powers on the 
part of Great Britain. They are autho. 
rised also to enter into such conventional! 
regulations of the commerce between 
the two countries, as may be mutually 
advantageous. The two envoys who 
were in the United States at the time of 
their appointment, have proceeded to 
join their colleague already at St. Peters- 


bare. 
he envoys have received another 
commission authorizing them to con- 
clade with Russia a treaty of commerce, 
with a view to strengthen the amicable 
relations, and improve the beneficial in- 
tercourse between the two countries. 
The issue of this friendly.interposition 
of the Russian Emperor, and this pacific 
manifestation on the part of the U. S. 








time only can decide. 
ments of G. B. towards that Sovereign 
will have produced an acceptance of his 
offered mediation, must be presumed.— 
That no adequate motives exist to pre- 
fer a continuance ofthe war with the U. 
S.to the terms on which they are wil- 
ling to close itis certain. The British 
cabinet also must be sensible that with 
respect to the important question of im- 
pressment, on which the war so essen- 
tially turns, a search for, or seizure of 
British persons or property on board 
menivel pajosia on the high seas, is not a 
belligerent right derived from the law 
of nations ; and # is obvious, ihat no 
visit or search, or use of force, for any 
purpose on board the vessels of one in- 
dependent power on the high seas, can 
in war or peace be sanctioned by the 
laws or authority of another power,— 
It is equally obvious that for the purpose 
of preserving to each state iis seafariag 
members, by excluding them from the 
vessels of the other, the mode heretofore 
proposed by the United States, and now 
enacted by them as an article of munici- 
pal policy, cannot for a moment be com- 
ared with the mode practiced by G. 
ritain, without a conviction of its title 
to preference ; inasmuch as the latter 
leaves the discrimination between the 
mariners of the two nations, to officers 
exposed by unavoidable bias, as well as 
by a defect of evidence, to a wrong de- 
cision under circumstances precluding, 
for the most part, the enforcement of 
controlling penalties, & where a wrong 
decision, besides the irreparable viola- 
tion of the sacred rights of persons, 
might frustrate the plans and profits of 
entire vovages ; whereas the mode assu- 
med by the United States guards with 
studied fairness and efficacy against er- 
rors iw soch cases, 2nd avoids the effect 
of casual errors on the safety of naviga- 
tion, and the success of mercantile expe- 
dition, 









If the reasonablences of expectutions, 
drawn from these considerations could 
guarantee their fulfilment, a just peace 


would not be distant’ But it becomes 
the wisdom of the Nationul Legislature 
to keep in mind the true policy, or rath- 
er the indispensable obligation of adapt- 
ing its measures, to the supposition, 
thut the only @ourse tothat happy event 
is in the vigorous employment of the re- 
sources of war. And _ painful as the re- 
flection is, this duty is particularly en- 
forced by the spirit & manner, in which 
the war continues to be waged by the 
_ enemy, who, uninfluenced by the unva- 

ried examples of humanity set them, are 
“adding to the savage fury of it on one 
frontier, a system of plunder and confla- 
gration on the other, equally forbidden 
by respect for national character and by 
the established rules of civilized ware- 
fare. 

Asan encouragement to persevering 
and invigorated exertions to bring the 
contest to a happy resuit, I have the sa 
tisfaction of being able to appeal to the 
auspicious progress of our arms, both by 
land, and on the water. 

In continuation of the brilliant at- 
chievements of our infant navy, a signal 
triumph has been gained by Captain 
Lawrence and his companions in the 
Hornet sloop of war, which destroyed a 
British sloop of war, witha celerity so 
anthainplalt and with a slaughter to the 
enemy so disproportionate to the loss in 
the Hornet, as toclaim for the conque- 
rors the highest praise, and the full re- 
compense provided by Congress in pre- 
ceding cases. Our public ships of war 
in general, as wcil as the private armed 
vessels, have continued also their activi- 
ty and success against the commerce of 
the enemy, and by their vigilance and 
address have greatly frustrated the ef- 
forts of the hostile squadrons distributed 
along our coasts to intercept them in re- 
turning into port, and resuming their 
cruises, 

The augmentation of our naval force, 
as authorised at the last session of Con- 
gress, is in progress. On the Lakes 
our superiority is near at hand where it 


is not already established. 


The events of the campaign, so far as 
they are known to us, furnish matter of 
congratulation, and shew that under a 
wise organization, and efficient direc. 
tion, the army is destined to a flory not 
less brilliant that which already encir- 
cles the navy. The attack and capture 
of York is, im that quarter, a presage of 
future and r victories ; while on 
the western frontier the issue of the late 
siege of Fort Meigs leaves nothing to 
regret but 2 single act of inconsiderate 
valour. 


“£8144 


The provisions last made for filling 
the ranks and enlarging tire staff of the 
army, have had the best effects. It 
will be for the consideration of Con- 
gress, whether other provisions ov 
ing on their ae may not still fur- 
ther improve the military establishment 
and the means of defence. 

The sudden death of the distinguished 
citizen who represented the United 
States in France, without any special 
arrangements by him for such a contin- 
gency, has leftus without the expected 
sequel to his last communications ; nor 
has the French government taken any 
measures for pone ie the depending 
negociations to ‘a conclusion, threugh its 
representative in the United States. « 

This failure adds to delays, before so 
unreasonably spunout, A successor, to 
our daecauad Minister has been appoint- 
ed, and is ready to proceed on his mis 
sion; the course which he will pursue 
in fulfilling it is that prescribed by a 
steady regard to the true interests of the 
U. States, which equally avoids an 
abandcnment of their just demands, and 
a connexion of their fortunes with the 
systems of other powers. 

The receipts into the Treasury from 
the 1st of October to the 3ist of Mareh 
last, including the sums received on ac- 
count of Treasury Motes, and of the 
loans authorized by the acts of the last 
and the preceding scssions of Congress, 
have amounted to fifteen millions four 
hundred and twelve thousand dollars — 
The expenditures during the same _pe- 
riod amounted to fifteen millions nime 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars, 
and left in the Treasur; on the Ist of 
April, the sum of one million eight hun- 
dred and fifty-seven thousand dollars. 
The loan of sixteen millions of dollars 
authorized by the act of the 8th of Fe- 
bruary last, has been contracted for. Of 
that sum, more than a million of dollars 
had been passed into the Treasury, prior 
to the 1st of April, and formed a oy of 
the receipts as above stated. ‘The re- 
mainder of that loan, amounting to 
near fifteen millions of dollars, with the 
sum of five millions of dollars authorized 
to be issued in Treasury Notes, and the 
estimated receipts from the customs and 
the sales of public lands amounting to 
nine millions three hundred thousand 
dollars, and making in the whole twen- 
1 Bay millions three hundred thousand 

ols. to be received during the last nine 
months of the present year, will be ne- 
cessary to meet the expenditures already 
authorized, and the engagements cov- 
tracted in relation to the public debt.— 
These engagements amount durin 
that period to ten millions five hundre 
'thousanddoll ars, which with near one 



























































million for the civil, miscellaneous ayy 
diplomatic expences, both fore will 
domestic, and seventetn millions ¢ rap 
hundred thousand for the military ap hope 
naval expenditures including the shi, me %.! 
of war building and to be built, yy! addi 
leave a sum in the treasury at the e4 skill, 
of the present year, equal to that on t\, the | 
first of April last. A part of this sun gm Te 
may be considered as a resource for &, fulles 
fraying any extraordinary expences q. the ¥ 
ready authorised by law, beyond am Pot 
sums above estimated ; and a furthe — 
resource for any emergency may b 
found in the sum of one million of dg, futur 
lars the loan of which to the Uniti P&& 
States has been authorised by the stay Th 
of Pennsylvania; but which has notygfm °° © 
been brought into effect. : ys eat 

The view of our finances, whils pre 
shews that due prevision has been max a. : 
for the expences of the current yeu i % a 
shews atthe same time by the fini /°™™ 
amount of the acival revenue, and ¢ pvr 
dependence on loans, the necessity, re h 
providing more adequately fer the fume one 
suplies of the treasury. ‘This can | citi : 
be done by a well digested sysiemofagy - root 
ternal revenue, in aid of existing sow tr * 
ces ; which will have the effect, both a } 
abridging the amountof necessary loam 4 4 
and on that account,as well as by ph tions 
cing the public credit on a more sutisie 4) 
tory basis, of improving the terms af ¢. 7, 
which loans may be obtained. Twi 4), 
loan of sixteen millions was not conte Bei: 
ted forat aless interest than about seri pip, 
anda halfper cent : and although ob yo.44 
causes ne have had an agency, it QM a ni. 
hot be doubted, that with the advan pice 
ofa more extended and less precatioll gone 
revenue, alower rate of interest MPR pon .id, 
have sufficed. A _ longer pow of 
ment of this atlvantage could not fail Ww. 
have a still greater influence on fut on 
loans. 

In recommending to the Nati Copy of 


Legislature this resort to additional 
es, E feel great satisfaction in the 4 
rance, that our constituents, who he 
already displayed so. much zeal 
firmness in the cause of their co 
try, will cheerfully give every om 
roof of their iotism which it ¢ 
or. Happily no people, with local 
transitory exceptions never to be who! 
avoided, are more able than the peo 
of the U. States, to spare for the pv! 
wants a portion of their private mea 
whether re be had to the ordins 
profits of industry or the ordinary f 
of subsistance in our country, compe 
with those in any other. And in 
case could stronger reasons be left 
ielding the requisite contributions 
By rendering the public resources © 









tain, and commensurate to the pm 

















‘vencies the constituted authorities 
will be able to prosecute the war more 
rapidly to its proper issue ; every hostile 

jounded on a calculated failure of 
our resources, will be cut off ; and by 
adding to the evidence of bravery and 
skill, in combats on the occan and on 
the land, an alacrity in supplying the 
treasure necessary to give them their 
fullest effect ; and, thus demonstrating to 
the world the public energy which our 
political institutions combine with the 
vsonal liberty distinguishing them, 
bestsecurity will be Fd poe against 
future enterprises on rights, or the 
of the nation. 

The contest in which the U. States 
are engaged, appeals for its support, 
ioevery motive that can animute an 
uncorrupted and enlightened people ; 
to the love of country ; to the pride of 
liberty ; to an emulation of the glorious 
f rs of their Independence, by a 
successful vindication of us violated 
attributes ; to the gratitude and sym- 
pathy which demand security from the 
most degrading wrongs, of a class of 
citizens, who have proved themselves 
so worthy the protection of their coun 
try, by their herow zeal in tts defence ; 
and finally, to the sacred obligation of 
transmitting entire, to future genera 
tions, that precious patrimony of na 
tional rights and independence, which 
is held in trist by the present, from 
the goodness of Divine Providénte. 

Being awate of the inconveniencies to 
whicha protracted session at this season, 
would be liable, I limit the present com- 
Monication ty objects of primary impor. 
tance. In special messages which may, 
ensue, regard will be had to the same 
consideration. 


JAMES MADISON. 
Washington, May 25, 1813. 





Copy of a letter from Gen. Wm. H. Harrison to 
the Secretary of War. 
Head Quarters, Camp Meigs, 

9th May, 1813. 

Sin—I have the honor to inform you 
that the enemy having been several days 
making preparation for raising the siege 
at this post, accomplished this day the 
femova! of their artillery from the oppo. 
tite hank, and about 12 o’clock left their 
ficampment below, were soon embark. 
tand-out of sight. I have the honor 
Wenclose you an agreement entered in 


the discharge of the prisoners of the 
entucky militia in his possession, and 
‘orthe exchange of the officers and men 
the regular troops which were respec. 
lively possessed by us. 


between general Proctor and myself 


My anxiety to 
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My as possible, induced me to agree to the 
ismission Of all the prisoners { had, al- 
though there was.as many of ours in ge 

ueral Proctor’s possession. ‘The surpla- 
sage is to be accounted for, and an eé- 
qual number of ours released from their 
parole, whenever the government may 
think proper to direct it. 

The two actions on this side the river 
on the 5th, were infinitely more impor- 
tant and more honorab'e to our arms, 
than I had first conceived. In the sortie 
made upon the left flank, captain Wa- 
ring’s company ofthe 19th regiment, a 
detachment of 12 months’ volunteers un- 
der major Alexander, and three compa- 
nies of Kentucky militia under colonel 
Boswell, defeated at least double the 
vamber of Indians and British militia. 


The sortie on the right was still more 
glorious; the British batteries in that di- 
rection were defended by the grenadier 
and light infantry companies of the 41st 
regiment, amounting to 200 etlectives 
and two companies of militia, flanked 
by a host of Indians. The detachment 
sent to attack those consisted ofall the 
men on duty belonging to the companies 
of Crogham and Bradford of the 17th re- 
iment, Langham Elhott’s (late Gra 

am’s) and Waring’s of the 19th, about 
eighty of major Alexander’s volunteers, 
and a single company of Kentucky mi- 
litia under captain Sebry, amounting in 
the whole to not more than 340. et 
the event of the action was not a mo- 
ment doubtful, and had not the British 
troops been covered in their retreat by 
their allics, the whole of them would 
have been taken. 

It is not possible for troops to behave 
better than ours did serena hedt-—ai the 
officers exerted themselves to execute 
my orders, and the enemy, who had a 
full view of our operations from the op 
posite shore, declared that they had 
never seen so much work performed in 
so short a time. 


To all the commandants of corps I 
feel particular obligations. These were 
col. Miller of the 19th infantry, col 
Mills of the Ohio militia, majer Stod- 
dard of the artillery, major Ball of the 
dragoons, and major Johnson of the 
Kentucky militia, Captain Gratiot of 
the engineers having been for a long 
time much indisposed, the task of for 
tifyin this post devolved on captain 
Wood. Itcould not have been placed 
in better hands. Permit me to recom. 
mend him to the President, and to as. 
sure you that any mark of his approba- 
tion bestowed on capt. Wood, would be 
highly gratifying to the whole of the 
troops who witnessed his arduous ex- 





get the Kentucky troops released as ear- 


From Major Tukill, acting inspector 
neral, my aid-de-camp major Gra- 
m, Lt. O’Fallon, who had done the 
the duty of assistant adjutant general in 
absence of major Adams, and my 
volunteer aid-de-camp Jobn Johnson, 
esq. I received the most uscful assist- 
ance. 
I have the honor to enclose you a list 
of the killed and wounded during the 
siege and in the two sorties ; those of 
the latter were much greater than I had 
at first expected. 
Want of sleep and exposure to the 
continued rains which have fallen al- 
most every day for some time past, ren- 
ders me incapable of mentioning many 
interesting particulars ; amongst others 
a most extraordinary proposition of ge- 
neral Proctor’s, on the subject of the In- 
dians within our boundary—this shall 
form the subject of a communication to 
be made to-morrow or next day, and 
for which I will provide a safer convey- 
ance than that which carries this. All 
the prisoners and deserters agree in say- 
wig that the information given to major 
Stoddard by Ryland, ofthe British hav- 
ing launched a sloop of war this spring, 
is incorrect, and the most of them say 
that the one which is now building will 
not be launched for many weeks. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great 
respect, your humble servant. 

WM. HENRY HARRISON. 


Hon. Joun AnmstTrona, 
Secretary of War. 

P. 8.—Cuaptain Price of the regiment 
of light artillery, and the 20 regulars, 
prisoners with gen. Proctor, were taken 
on the N. W. side of the river, with the 
Kentucky militia) We had no priso- 
ners taken on this side during the siege. 





Milledgeville, (Geo) May 12. 
GOOD NEW>! 
We have at length the pleasure of an- 
nouncing to our readers, that Mobile is 
in possession of the U. States forces.— 
Gen. Wilkinson at the head of a detach- 
ment of U. S. army entered that place on 
the 12th ult. and has issued the follow- 
ing proclamation to the inhabitants. We 
hope Pensacola and Augustine will soon 
receive a similar visit. 
PROCLAMATION. 
Issued by General Wilkinson on the debar- 
kation of the troops at l’Ance Moville. 
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Mobite. 


Be not alarmed by appearances, but 
rest tranquil within your dwellings, 
and teke no part in the scenes which 
may ensue the display of the American 
standard in your vicinity. 

[ visit vou under the order of the Pre- 





rtions. 


sident, to enforce the laws of the U. S. 




























































and give effect to the civil institutions of 
the Mississippi tervitory. gs ae 

The public faith is pledged for the 
protection of your persons and property ; 
and those which may be disposed to re- 
tire from the place or from the country, 
will be permitted to ed in safety with 
their goods and chattels, 

‘Done at Camp near the town of Mobile, 
April the 12th;in the year of our Lord 
eighteen hundred and thirteen. 

JAS. WILKINSON. 





Copy of a despatch from Mujor-Gene. 
oa Wana tt Harrison fo the Se- 
cretary at War dated-Head-Quar- 

ters, Lower Sandusky, May 13, 1813. 

SIR—Having ascertained that the 

enemy (Indians as wel! as British) had 

entirely abandoned the neighbourhood 
of the Rapids, LE left the conmmand of 

Camp-Meigs with Gen. Clay, and came 

here last night, It is with the greatest 

eatisfaction, I inform you, sir, that Ihave 
every reason to believe, that the loss of 
the Kentucky troops in killed on the 
north side of the river does not exceed 

sixty. On the 10th and 11th inst. I 

caused the ground which was the scene 

of the action and its environs to be care- 

fully examined, and after the most dili- 

gent search 45 bodies only of our men 

were discovered—amongst them was 
the leader of the detachment Col. Dud- 
ly. No other officer of note fell in ac- 
uon. I have strong reason to believe 
that a considerable number of the Ken- 
tuckians effected their retreat up the 
river to Fort Winchester. Gen. Proctor 
did not farnish me with a return of the 
prisoners in his possession, although re- 
peatedly promised. His retreat was as 
precipitate as it could properly be, leav- 
ing @ number of cannon ball, a new 
elegant sling carriage for cannon, and 
other valuable articles. The night be- 
fore his departure, two persons that were 

employed in the British gun boats (A- 

mericans by birth) deserted to us. e 

i ion they gave me was very in- 


teresting—they say that the Indians, of 


which there were from 1600 to 2000, 
Jeft the British the day before their depar- 
tare in a high state of dissatisfaction 
from the loss which they had sustained 
in the several engagements of the 5th, 
ee ce epi pant in er 
ishing their promise o ing the post 
of the Bipide Bran the wend ven 
bY these men, my opinion is confirmed 
of the great riority of the enemy 
which were defeated by our t im 
the two sallies made on the 5th inst.— 
That led by Col. Miller did not exceed 
350 men, and it is very certain that 
defeated 200 British regulars, 150 mili- 
tia, and 4 or 500 Indiens, ‘That Ame- 
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recruits) and such men as compose the 
‘Pittsburg Penn. and Petersburg, Va. 
Volunteers, should behave well is not to 
be wondered at—bat that a company 
of militia should maintain its ground a- 
inst four times its numbers, as did 
apt. Sebres of the Kentucky, is truly 
Pr aM These brave fellows were 
at length however entirely surrounded 
by Indians, and would have been en- 
tirely cut off, but for the gallantry of Lt. 
Gwynne of the 1Sth regiment, who, with 
part of Capt. Elliott’s company, charged 
the enemy & released the Kentuckians. 
Tenclose vou a list of the killed and 
wounded during the whole siege. It is 
considerably larger than I had sapposed 
it would be when I last wrote to you— 
bat it is satisfactory to know “that they 
did not bleed uselessl y—but in the ¢Ourse 
of successful exertions. ‘he return does 
not'embrace those who fell on the N. W. 
side of the Miami. 

You will also receive herewith a 
monthly return of the troops at Cam 
Meigs tor the last month ; the commum.- 
cation with the other ports being cut off, 
the returns were not received. A copy 
of Gen. Clay’s report to me of the man- 
ner of his executing my order for the 
attack on the enemies’ batteries, ‘is like- 
wise forwarded, by which it will be seen 
that my intentions were perfectly un- 
derstood & the great facility with which 
they might have been executed is ap 
parent to every individual who witnes- 
sesthescene. Indeed the cannon might 
have been spiked, the carriages cut to 
pieces, the magazine destroyed, and the 
retreat effected to the boats witnout the 
loss of a man, as none were killed in ta- 
king the batteries, so complete was the 
surprize. 

n extensive open plain intervenes 
betweén the river and the hill upon 
which the batteries ofthe enemy were 
placed ; this plain was raked by four of 
our eighteen pounders, a twelve and a 
Six, enemy, even before their guns 
were spiked, could not have brought one 
to bear upon it. So perfectly secured 
was their retreat that the 150 men, who 
cume off, effected it without loss and 
brought off some of the wounded, one of 
them upon the backs of his comrades. 
The Indians followed them to the 
woods, but dared not enter into the 


plain. 
I am unable to form a correct estimate 
of the enemy’s force. The prisoners va- 


ried much in their accounts ; those who 
made them least, stated the regulars at 
550 and militia at 800 ; but the numbers 
of Indians were beyond comparison 

ater than have ever been brought into 





rican regulars (although they were ravy) 


the seige commenced I have cansej 
their camps on the south east side of the 
river to be particularly examined, 

the general opinion is, that there could 
not have been fewer on that side thay 
1000 or 1200; they were indeed the eff, 
cient force of the enemy. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your favors of the 14th, 18th & 
28th ult. and 4th instant. 

‘Lam sorry toinform you that Major. 
Stoddard died the night before I left the 
Rapids, of a lockjaw, produced by 
slight wound from a Fegment of as 
which struck him onthe thigh. Seve. 
ral have died in this way from their 

eat and unavoidable exposure to the 
cold ; but perhapsthere never were s 
many instances of desperate wounds be. 
ing likely to do well. 

"Phe gallant captain. Bradford will re. 
cover, 


I shall go from here to Upper San. 
dusky, and shall take my station at De. 
laware or Franklington until the t 
are assembled. Gen, Clay, who com. 


ty and entirely to be relied on. 
Lhave the honor to be, with great res. 
pect, Sir, your humble servant. 
WM. HENRY HARRISOVY. 
The hon. John Armstrong. 
Secretary at War. 





Return of the killed and wounded in the siege 
of Camp Meigs, and the several sorties of the. 
5th instant. 

U. S. Artillery, 1 killed. 
U. S. Infan. 39 killed 90 wounded, aggre. 129 
20 


U.S. Drag. 3 do 17 do. do. 
Kent. Milit. 80 doa 42 do. total 72 
Ohio Mili. 3 do 8 do, do. ll 
12 mo. Vol.. 2 do 2 do. do i 
Detachm. 

of Infant. 3-da 3 do. do. 6 
of the US. 


Tot. killed 81 tot. wd. 189 tot. kill. & wd. 269 
REMARKS. 
Major Stoddard and Hukill—the former 
died of his wounds, the latter slightly 
wounded. 
Sixty-four of the above were killed ia 
the sorties, and one hundred and twenty 
four wounded; The balance, eighty one, 
killed and wounded within the fortified 
camp. J. O. FALLON. 
Acting Ass Adj. General 


C a better from Gen. Clay to Ger. "at 
wy Se at Port Meigs, May 13, 1815, 

Sir—On the 5th inst. about 8 o'clock 
A.M. descending the Miami of the Lake 
about midway the Rapids with 1200 of 
the Kentucky troops in 18 flat bottomed 
boats, I was met by Capt. Hamilton and 
a subaltern who delivered me (a5 


said) the orders of Major Gen. Harriso® 
to the following effect. 





he field before ; numbers arrived after 


“ You must detach about 800 mes 





mands at the Rapids, is a man of capac & 
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trom your brigade, who will land at a 

oint 1 will show about one or one anda 
Pir miles above the Fort, and I will 
conduct them to the British batteries on 
the Jeft bank of the river. ‘They must 
take possession of the enemies cannon, 
spike them, cut down the carriages, and 
return to their boats,” 

’ Observing that the British force at 
their large batteries was considerable 
but that their main force was at the old 

rrison about 1 1-2 miles below on the 
same side of the river ; that the Indian 
forces were chiefly on the right bank of 
the river: “ The balance of the men 
ander your command must land on the 
right bank epposip the first landing, 
and will fight their way through the In- 
dians to the Fort,” observing that the 
route thus to be taken would the shewn 
by a subaltern officer there in company 
with Capt Hamilton, who would land the 

Perogue at the point on the right bank, 
at which the boats would land. 

The order of descending the river in 
boats was the same as the order of 
march in line of battle in solid column, 
each oflicer taking position according to 
his rank, Cul. Dadley, the eldest colo. 
nel, led the van. and in this order the 
river had been descended. As soon as 
Capt. Hamilton bad delivered these or- 
ders, being in the thirteenth boat from 
the front. I directed him to proceed 
immediately to Col. Dudley, and order 
him to take the men in the 12 front 
boats, and execute Geo. Harrison’s or- 
ders on the left bank of the river ; and 
post his (Capt. Hamilton’s) subaltern on 
the right bank to conduct myself with 
the men in the six rear bouts to the Fort. 
l ordered the five boats in the rear to 
fall in a line and follow me. High winds 
& the rapidity of the current drove four 
ofthe rear boats ashore in the attempt 
to fuilow on according to order, where 
they remained a short time, sufficient 
however to detain them half or three 
quarters of a mile inthe rear. To Jand 
eccording to order I kept close alon 
the right bank until opposite Col. Dud- 
oF anding. There I found no guide 
leit to conduct me to the Fort as Capt. 
Hamilton had promised. I then made 
an attempt to cross the river to join Col. 


Dodley, Lut from the rapid current on} 


the fulls I was unable to Jand on the 
Point with him. Being nearly half way 
across the river, and the waves running 
lo high to risk the boat then driving 

wn the carrent sideways—veered a- 
bout the boat & rowed the best way we 
tould to save our boat. My attempt to 
‘toss the river to Col. Dudley occasion. 
pall the bouts (I presume in the rear 
% me) and which were then out of hail- 
ing distance, to cross over and land witb 
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Col, Dudley. Having been defeated in| 
a landing on the left, we then endeavor- 
ed to effect one on the right,even without 
a guide ; but before a landing could be 
efiected we received a brisk fire from 
the enemy on shore, which was return- 
ed and kept up on both sides. And I 
was inthis unavoidable situation ope 
led to make to Fort Meigs with no other 
force than about 50 men on board, (the 
other boats being still in the rear) and to 
receive the enemy’s fire until we arrived 
under the protection of the Fort. Col. 
Beswell’s command (except the men 
in my boat) having landed to join Col. 
Dudley, were, as I have been informed, 
ordered by bie grew Hamilton imme- 
diately to embark and land on the right 
hand shore about a mile above the Fort, 
and prepared to fight his way through to 
the garrison. 








The Military Monttor. 


NEW.YORK, 


MONDAY MORNING, mar 31, 





1813, 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.—We, this day, 
present our readers with the Message of the 
President of the United States, transmitted ta 
both houses of Congress on the 25th instant. 
It willbe highly gratifying toevery American, 
to learn, that, while no means will be left un- 
tried to restore the blessings of peace, no con- 
cession dishonorable to the nation will be 
made. On the subject of impressment the 
message is distinct and satisfactory. 


** A search for or seizure of British persons, or 
property on board neutral vessels on the high 
seas, is not (says he) a belligerent right de- 








he colonel embarked, landed as he 
conceived at the proper point, pursuant 
to capt. Hamilton’s order, and was form- 
ing his men in order of battle when he 
wus met by capt. Shaw and ordered to 
march into the garrison, at open order, 
the safest route. 

When my own boat landed we were 
met by two men who took the boat as 
we understood to bring her under the 
protection of the fort batteries. Believing 
cur baggage to be thus made safe, we 
forbid our servants to ae any portion 
of it, but loaded them with ball which 
they bore to the Fort.. Our baggage 
was however taken, by the Indians in a 
very short-time after we left the boat. 
Upen receiving the order of capt. Ha- 
milton, I asked if he had brought spikes 
to spike the enemy’s cannon, to which 
he replied he had plenty. 

Iam, Sir, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


GREEN CLAY Brig. Gen. 


His Excellency, 
Major Gen. Harrison. 


P. 8. Captain Hamilton on delivering 
the orders of Gen. Harrison, observed 
that the object of landing & marching a 
portion ofthe troops on the right bank 
was to ‘raw the attention of the Indians 
and by thus egaging them afford an op- 
poy to the garrison to make a sally, 

by a circuitous route surprise & earry 
the batterics and cannon of the enemy 
below the Fort on the right bank. 

G. ©. Brig. Gen. 

A truc copy. 

G. CROGHAN, A. D. C, 
Le Rar 
i? A few files of this paper from the com- 


mencement, remain yet unsold; and may be 
had at the subscription price of $3 per vol. 





payable at the time of subscribing. 


rived from the laws of nations ; and it is ob- 
vious, that no visit or search, or use of force, 
for any purpose on board the vessels of one 
independent power on the high seas, can in 
war or peace be sanctioned by the laws or au- 
thority of another power.” 


In a national adherence to this principle, 
the naturalized citizen has an assurance that 
the United States will not prove unfaithful to 
the condition on which the former transferred 
his allegiance ; and the sailor, who risks his 
health and life in every clime and on every 
sea, will learn, with satisfaction, that his rights, 
both in war and peace, will be a condition, 
without which peace will not be granted to 
the ungenerous enemy. The odious system 
of certificates of citizenship and foreign licen - 
ces will be abolished on board of American 
ships; the natioual flag will be the only em- 

jem of a “ FREE TRADE AND SAILORS’ 
ricuTs.’ The foreign nation, which will dare 
to insult the national flag, must-prepare to re- 
ceive castigation from it’s stripes. 

On the prospect of peace, the President 
augurs favourably frem the high character of 
the Emperor Alexander the “ common fricnd 
of the United States and Great Britain” ; and 
“the disposition of the U. States to meet 
their adversary in honorable experiments for 
terminating the war.” The citizens are how- 
ever warned, and justly warned, against plac- 
ing too much confidence in the reasonable ¢x- 
pectations that might be drawn from these 
considerations ; and it is very properly addel 


that “ it becomes the wisdom of the National 
Legislature to keep in mind the true policy, or 
rather the indispensable ‘obligation of adapt- 
ing its measures to the supposition, that the 
only course to that happy event is in the vi- 
gorous employment of the resources of war.” 





These resources ccnsist in men and money 
In yespect to the former, even, in this carly 





stage of the war, the President hes been 
enabled to give ample testimony of national 
prowess and success, by an “ appeal to the 
wuspicious progress of our arms, both by land, 
and on the waters”; and, as to money, it is 
sufficient to remark, that no difficulty has yet 
occured in it’s procuration. | 

‘Fhe view of the national finances is lucid 
and satisfactory ; and the necessity of provid- 
ing for the national honor and security by a 
* well digested system of internal revenue, in 
aid of existing circumstances” is candidly 
suggested. Loans and faxes are the natural 
resources to meet the expenses of war; the 
one will be chargable to the future genera- 
tion, as the price of libertics to be secured 
and transferred, and the other is the pecunia- 
ry aid which will be derived from the riches 
and industry ofthe present generation. 

The appeal of the President to the support 
of “ an uncorrupted and enlightened people,” 
and the motives that should influence the pu- 
blic conduct, can receive no force from any 
comments of ours—the appeal and motive, 
will sink deep intothe heart of every Ameri- 
can, the spirit and manner, in which the war 
continues to be waged by the enemy, will give 
force to the national resentment and invigo- 
rate the national exertions; and thus “ every 
hostile hope founded on a calculated failure of" 
our resrources, will be cut off;” and “the 
best security will be provided against future 
en terprizes on the rights, or the peace of 
tae nation.” 


_ PRoTectron oF THE CITIZENS.—There 
Ho instance ancient or modern of a nation 
willing to surrender the liberty of the subject 
to foreign control. The Roman citizen felt 
himself under the protection of his country, in 
whatever part of the globe he resided or tra- 
velled. Great Britain would put herself in 
armour, by sea and dand, rather than submit 
tothe captivity of a single subject, by any 
foreign power. The same may be said of 
France, and every other modern nation. A- 
merica is the only nation that would make 
such an insult the subject of complaint or re- 
monstrance. The dragging of one American 
tliyy ag + oo a positive act of hos- 
ity on rt the aggressi er, 
which dema immediate retaliation, and 
would have warranted immediate war. The 
rotection due to the individual remained un- 
filled, from the moment his enslavement, 
by a foreign nation, became known and tacit- 
ly submitted to; and he became virtually ab- 
ye from his allegiance by the with-holding 


Protection, ‘Ihis subject deserves to be 
consi on 
* od & more extended scale. Eve 


: a Component part of the state or 
nation of which he is a mjecs or citizen; 
and the injury done tohim, in his relative ca- 


city, is an minry done to the nation, of which 
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bound, as it respects its own honor and sove- 
reignty, to compel restitution. There is no 
consideration for which the liberty of the citi- 
zen can be compromised, because there is noue 
which can be an equivalent for loss or suspen- 
sion of national honor; and there can be no 
line drawn netween the rights of the citizen 
and the rights of the nation. The state, 
which is willing to suspend it’s nationai inde- 





tion or connive at the violent aggression of a 
foreign nation against a fellow citizen, is un- 
worthy of a priviledge which he is so willing 
to see abused ; and may be said to have for- 
feited his claim to national protection. 

The advacates of Britain complain that the 
harbouring of deserters, from the British na- 
vy, is ungenerous and dishonorable. The 
“ magnanimous” enemy has a very powerful 
remedy—let him retaliate, by giving protec- 
tion to deserters from the American navy—if 


he can find any. 


Loyatty.—This is a term signifying a 
man’s voluntary adherence to his sovereign 
or government. It would be an msult to com- 
mon sense to suppose that any man can be 
really loyal to a bad government; and, by a 
similar reasoning, the quality of the govern- 
ment may be estimated by the loyalty of the 
oes An application of this scale to the 

nited States would prove that the American 
is the best government in the world, because 
the majority of the well affected and trucly 
loyal citizens is in a much greater proportion 
than can be found among the inhabitants of 
any other country, although the disaffected 
here are permitted to growl] and even to vo- 
ciferate, without being restrained by those 
terrors held up by the rulers of other nations. 





NEGOTIATION.—The negotiation with 
France, interrupted by the death of Mr. Bar- 
low, is to be shortly resumed by another mi- 
nister about to depart from the United States. 
It is to be regretted that a more sincere Cis- 

ition is not apparent, on the part of the 

‘rench Emperor to bring the negotiation to a 
conclusion. In the prosecution of this negotia- 
tion, the nation has sufficient assurances, that 
the course, prescribed by the United States, 
to Mr. Barlow’s successor has “* a steady re- 
gard to the true interest of the United States, 
which equally avoids an abandonment of their 
just demands, aud a connexion of their for- 
tunes with the systems of other powers.” In 
this expression of Mr. Madison’s sentiments 
we have a pleasing renewal of his determina- 
tion, under ali circumstances, to adhere ri- 
gidly to the principles of his predecessor in 
office. 

EmBassy.—lIt is satisfactory to learn that 
the embassy of Messrs. Gallatin & Bayard has 
two objects, peace with England ; and a 
pose 9 commerce with Russia. Should the 
one fail, the advantages to be derived from the 
oher may compensate the expenses incident 
tothe embassy.—England may consult her 
own interest in accepting peace on the only 
terms to which America can agree; but 
Russia is governed by a more maguanimous 


ry | policy ; and the effectuating an advantageous 


treaty with it’s emperor, is an event reasona- 
bly to Le expected. 


Rumours.—Various rumours are constant- 





eis a m r, and which is, therefore, 


ly afloat respecting the intentions of Bri-ish 


naval officers. Thes¢ reports are founded 
on information obtained from deserters, or 
prisoners released from British ships. Suck 
sources of information should not be relied on, 
as there is no greater improbability than that 
the British commanders would thus commy. 
nicate their rea/ designs. If they make any 
communications,to prisoners, it is with a view 
to divert the Americans from the point of 


pendence, is more than half prepared to sur-j real attack, by calling their attention to, where 
render it, and the individual, who would sanc-, none is intended. 





The following extract of a letter from a youth 
of 15, midshipman, on board the U. States 
ship Oneida, to his father in this city, will 
be found to possess a ripeness of talents, 
and a glow of patriotism which might well 
be compared with the most distinguished 
zeal of the revolutionary era, and is not un- 
worthy of imitation at the present day. 

It is dated on board the Oneida, Sacket’s Har. 
bour April 25th 1813, and the detail! of pro- 
ceedings continued, as the reader will easily 
observe, until after the taking of York. 


“ This morning, wind being favorable, the 
signal for sailing was hoisted on board the 
Commodore’s ship. The fleet immediately 
got under way, and produced a sight, to the 
spectators who lined the banks of the shore, 
unexampled and interesting. The morn was 
fine in the extreme, a gentle North-eas 
breeze filled the white bosom of each spread- 
ing canvass, and wafted the proud squadron 
out of the Stony-Island passage; whi'e the be 
som of each free born patriot beat high for ac- 
tion, and for warlike glory ; now the search 
ing eve of the mariner looks wistfully around 
the expansive surface of the deep, an enemy 
toespy, but nothing appears t» interrupt our 
course. On theever to» be remembered 27th, 
day of April, at 4 o'clock A. M. we were 
called by the sound of the drum to our quar 
ters, and found we were within 2 miles o 
Little York, the capital of the province o 
Upper Canada; we hove to and anchored, 
then commenced landing the troops in bateaur 
towed by our boats,in one of which I was; we 
effected a landing under a well directed and 
galling fire from the British and Indians wh 
were concealed in the bushes on the ask 
of the shore. The shipping commenced 
heavy and well directed fire of grape which 
caused the enemy precipitately to retreat 
the fort. Our fire was then directed to te 
first fort, in which a gun bursted, commun 
cated fire to an ammunition waggon and from 
thence to their magazine, which exploded, 
and killed about thirty of their men, al 
wounded about the same number, not one of 
us was injured by it. After this they retreal 
ed to the second fort, from which they weft 
soon driven by our brave men—but, befor 
leaving it, they dastardly communicated fire 
to the magazine which contained about 40 
barrels of powder, by means of a slow match, 
intending to blow us imto eternity—!ut vt 
good fate would have it otherwise, they lost 
about 150 men, we 60 amongst whom was g& 
neral Pike one of our most worthy  fficers— 
The boasted Union of Britain then came dow’ 
and the undaunted American fE.nsign W 
triumphantly unfurl’d and hoisted, their forts 
and barracks present nothiag but rus 





frigate was building, she is aow destroyed, # 
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was ‘all publié property, we also toek the 
Duke of Glocester mounting 14 guns. 

We again embarked the troops on board.— 
It is supposed we will sail first fair wind for 
Niagara, land the troops, and attack Fort 
George, if we prove succesful there we will 
again revisit this place. The day before we 
embarked, the Canadains came in numbers 
the distance of 60 miles begging the General 
to remain and protect them, stating they 
would be massacred by the Indians for having 
been a little friendly to us, finding we could 
not remain, they begged to be taken with us, 
which we have done.’ 





Extract of another letter from a young officer 
in the army of the United States, who has 
done much honor to himself in the tak- 
ing of York, to his father in this city. 
—It contains some particular 
on respecting the treatment of the com- 
mander in chief, to the inhabitants, and 
their disposition towards the United States, 
which has not yet been noticed. 

York, Upper Canada, May 3, 1813. 
Dear Fatraer, 


“ We arrived at this place on the 27th ult. 
and made an immediate attack. ‘Ihe ene- 
my had sufficient time to prepare to receive 
us. Major Forsyth’s riflemen landed first, 
under a heavy fire from the enemy consisting 
of about four hundred Reguiars, and eight 
Iuindred militia and Indians. Our Infantry 
followed, having formed on’ the bank of the 
lake, and advanced upon the enemy, who soon 
retreated towards their forts, then Contending 
with our shipping. At this time an explosion 
took place in one of their front batteries by ac- 
cident. When we had arrived in front of 
their second battery, fire was communicated, 
by order of Gen. Sheaffe, tothe magazine pre- 
pared for the purpose, and said to Contain 
five hundred barrels of pow der, the explosion 
wes tremendous. We lost by it twenty nine 
men, including our brave and beloved com- 
mander, Gen. Pike, and had about eighty 
wounded. The expectations of the enemy 
were far from being realized by this infer 
nal mancuvre. Altho’ it occasioned a little 
confusion for the moment, no men could have 
behaved braver than our troops They imme 
diately rallied, rushed on the foe, and- drove 
them from their works, and thro’ the town in 
every direction. ‘lhe enemy’s loss was about 
one hundred and fifty killed, and about the 
same number wounded. Of one company, 
which arrived here on the morning of the ac- 
ton, every man, excepting eight, were either 
killed or wounded, I conversed with one of 
the survivors, who told me that he had seen 
much hard fighting, but had never experien- 
ced such sharp shooting as was made by our 
riflemen. All the Indians took to flight soon 
aft:rour landing. About 800 prisoners haye 
been parolied The inhabitants are generally 

y to us, and would che«rfully join our 
standard, provided we would remain to de- 
fend them. Several of them have embarked 
with us dreading to be massacred by the 
Indians, or old refugies. Gen. Dearborn hus 

buted a great quantity of provisions a- 
mong the people, who were in a very distres. 
ted situation, owing to the large drafts made 
% them forthe supply of the soldiers.” 


informati- 
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Summary. 


“ Mr. Crawford, our new minister to France, 
and Dr. Jackson, the secretary of legation, are 
now ut Washington. Mr.C’s apoeinnees will 
be ratified by Senate wit delay, and 
he will immediately proceed on his mission. 

‘Lhe cartel ship Perseverance, Capt. Diil, 
sailed yesterday morning for Bermuda and 
Barbadoes, with the crew of the British sloop 
of war Peacock, and other prisoners of war, 
in all about one hundred and twenty. Mr. 
Storm, of this city, and Mr. Highinbotham, of 
Baltimore, have gone out in the cartel as a- 
gents for prisoners, the former at Barbadoes, 
and the latter at Bermuda. 

Several valuable prizes have lately arrived, 
and many have been recaptured by the ene- 
my’s ships of war on our coast. 

The possession of Mobile, by gen. Wilkin- 
son, commanding the U. States troops, with- 
out resistance, on the part of the Spaniards, 
is a subject of great gratification, the more so, 
as a vigorous resistance was expected. 

Several United States frigates are now at 
sea; the squadron from Sacket’s Harbour, 
has also sailed—news, of great importance, 
may be soon expected. 


— ee 


FOREIGN. 


London papers, to the 15th April, an- 
nounce another victory gained by the Rus- 
sians over Gen. Morand, on the 2d April, at 
Luneburg;in which three colours twelve 
cannon, and 3000 prisoners were taken. 

The Prussian army and the corps of Win- 
zingerode had passed the Elbe at Dresden, on 
their way to Leipsic. St. Cyr, with 3000 men, 
continued to occupy part of Bremen. 

ihe Russians have captured two of the 
suburbs of Dantzic, and made 2 or 300 priso- 
ners.———The siege of Dantzic is conducted 
by Gen. Lewis, with 15 or 16,000 men; and 
Gen. Langeronne was before Thorn, with 10, 
000 men. 

Eight sail of Russian ships of the line were 
about to sail from the Nore, on a cruise. 

The Duke of Cumbefland ‘was to leave 
England for Lianover, immediately. 

Lhe Emperor of Russia has demanded of 
his Danish Majesty, a categorical answer to 
the question, ** Whether Denmark will act 
with or against l'rance.” 

Stfalsund and Pomerania have been taken 
possession of by a body of Swedish troops.— 
A 2d division of 10,000 Swedes sailed from 
Carlsham on the 28th March for Pomerania. 
A third and fourth division were to follow 
immediately, and the Crown Prince would 
accompany the fourth. 

The King of Prussia has, by edict, abolished 
Bonaparte’s Continental System. 

London papers to the 20th April have been 
received at Newport. 

The expedition for America, with 2000 ma- 
rines on board, sailed from Plymouth, about 
the 15th of April. 

Petitions had been presented to Parliament 
irom the Cotton Manufacturers of Liverpool ; 
trom the Merchants of Liverpool engaged in 
the commerce of Brazil ; and from the shi 
owners of Liverpool, praying for some prohi- 
vitory measures against the importation of 
cotton from the U. 3S. 

The following is a copy of the commercial 


Pithe following November. 


regulations respecting licences to America, 
fond - the British government on the 10th 
of April: “Licences will be 

ox of tra de, for exportation and importa- 
tion of all articles to and from any port in A- 
merica not blockaded. Neutral ships only, 
and of the build of the country to which they 
are declared tobelong.—The name and ton- 
nage of the ship to be mentioned in taking out 
the Licence.” 


ee 


€rtracts. 
From Cobbett’s Register—Sebruary 20, 


AMERICAN WAR. 
(CONCLUDED FROM OUR LAST.) 


The reader cannot be too often re- 
minded of the origin of the orders in 
council. ‘'Fhey arose as we alledge, out 
of the French decrees of Berlin and 


ror was when he si them.— 

hese decrees violated neutral rights on 
the seas; but it was declared in the 
preambles to them, that this violation 
was rendered necessary by certain 
orders in council of England, which en- 
forced a greater violation of neutral 
rights. We, n the appearance of 
these decrees, issued other orders in 
council, enforcing other violations of 
neutral) Fig h parties were com- 
plained of by America. Both parties 
call their measures retaliaiory. Boih 
parties allowed their measures violated 
neutral rights. 
regretied that the measures had been 
forced upon them. Each party declar- 
ed, over and over again, in the most 
solemn manner, that the moment the 
other removed or relawed his measures, 
he should find a joyful imitator in the 
party declaring. America protestcd 
against the ae of both. She said 
to us, that we had no right to violate her 
rights because they were violated by 
France ; and to France she said, that 
she had no right to violate her rights be- 
cause they were violated by us. At 
last, to put the sincerity of the two par- 
ties to the test, she passes a law, which 
says, that if before the Ist of November, 
1810, both parties have repealed their. 
decrees, their commercial and fricndly 
intercourse with her shall continue ; 
that if one party does repeal and the 
other does not repeal by that day, then 
her ports shall be shut against the non- 
repealting power in February, 1811.— 
Napoleon, in the month of August, 1810 
issued a decree, by- whieh his violating 
decrees stood repealed on the first of 
This new 
decree was ecommanicated to our minis- 
ters by the American minister in Lon- 
don, who expressed his hope, that agree- 





by the 


Milan, the two places at which the em-— 


Both parties said they 
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ably to’ oar many solemn declarations, 
we should hasten to follow the example 
of France. Our ministers answered in 
a.sort of a vague way ; but at any rate, 
they did not repeal—and in February, 
1841, the law went into effect against us. 
Our ares and our vessels were shut 
out of the American ports, while those 
ef France were admitted. We assert- 
ed, that Napoleon had not repealed his 
decrees. America asserted that he had, 
but we would not_believe her. We: 
insisted, that she did not know the fact 
nearly so well as we did. In short, we 
continued to refuse to repeal. At last, 
the great distresses and the consequent 
complaiuts of the manufactarers led to 
en enquiry, 2t the bar of the house of 
commons, inte the effects of the orders 
in council, when such a mass of evi- 
dence was produced by Mr. Brougham 
in support of the proposition, that the 
non importation law of America was 
the principal. cause of those distresses, 
that the ministers (Perceval being dead) 
gave way: and the erders were re- 
pealed. 


This is the plain and true history of 
the matter; and I particularly wish 
the reader to bear in mind, that our or- 
ders, had, up to the moment of Napo- 
leon’s repeal of his decrees, always been | 
acknowledged hy us to contain violation 
of the known rights of neutrals ; but, 
i Our justification, we said, that it was 
forced upon us by the decrees of the 
enemy ‘This was our language up to 
the moment of Napoleon’s repeal. But, 
what says lord Castlereagh now ? So 
far from acknowledging that the orders 
in council enforced a violation of any 
known neutral right, he contends (if the 
report of his speech be correct) that they 
were founded on our known and primi. 
tive rights. -The words, as they stand 
in the report, are these :— 

“ The orders in council had been a point 
on which considerable difference of opinion in 
this country had prevailed, but they had 
been abandoned, not 80 much on the ground of 
this country not having THE RIGHT, as with 
a view tocommercial expediency. He rather 
wished, however, to wave the renewal of that 
branch of the question, now that the whole 
proceedings of government were before the 
house. ith respect to the main principles 
of that system, ministers were still unaltered 
in their ofinion, when the conservation of the 
country rendered it necessary fo resort to it, 
At the time the measure was adopted, such a 
system was necessary, of only as itt resfiect- 
ed France, but as connected with the soundest 
folicy for the interests of the British 
empire. not been for the manly resist- 


ance given by that measure to the power of 


jest *s earnest desire to imitate France 


£320} 


Noiv, I statethatthe orders m coan- 
cil themselves, and the papers of our di- 
nlomatic agents, and the speeches of sir 
William Scott, aimost explicitly ac- 
knowledge, that the measure was to be 
justified only omthe ground of its bemg 
a retaliation on Frunce ; and tuat, i 
the two former, is expressed, lis ma- 


in doing away these obnoXious measures 
—This was our language up to the mo 

ment when tae repea: of ine French 
decrees was announced to us.—Our 
language has, indeed, since changed ; 
and it was during the debates upon Mr. 
Brougham’s motions, coolly argued, 
that the repeal of the orders would make 
the Americans the cerrirs of the coim- 
merce of the world. But, though we 
have changed our language, is does not 
follow that. America should change hers. 
She always contended that by the orders 
in council her rights were violated ; she 
always contended, tuut all the se:zures 


have a right to act thus towards. Ame. 
rica, whenever we think proper, she be. 
ing at peace with us, what can she lose 
in the way of trade, what can she risk, 
in changing that state of peace for a state 
of war ; 
In my next, I shall discuss the other 
points brought forward in this debate. 
WM. COBBETT. 
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American Prize-list. 


List of Enemy’s vessels, captured and 
brought into port or destroyed by the 
public and private armed vessels of 
the United States. 

(CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST.) 
lyThe prize brig sent into the Chesapeake 
by United States’ brig Argus, was driven 
ont again by a gale of wind, and re-captur- 
ed by the Maidstone frigate. We therefote 
ceductone number from the general ac 
count, though we think that 10 fer cent, 
added, would not embrace all the prizes ac. 





we. made under those orders were un- 
just; and, of course, she «emauds in 
demnity for those immense s¢izures.— 


without any reference to tie conduct o} 
France, and that though te 
Na 
to do what. was done, towards nevirals, 
under the orders im council ; and, that 


right to do the same again ; If it be so ; 
if this assertion was mude by the minis 
ter for foreign affairs, and if it be meant 
to be maintained, then, certainly, the 
war with America will be jong indeed, 
Reader, what was it that was done in 
virtue of these orders in council? I will 
pre you an instance. An American 
uilt ship, owned by a native Ameri- 
can, manned by native Americans, 
laden with flour, or any thing else the 
growth of America, and bound from 
America to France, or to any other 
country named in the orders in council, 


our ports, the ship and cargo condemn- 
ed, and the master and his crew turned 
on shore to beg or starve, or live and 


This was done in virtue of the orders in 
council; and, if the Report be correct, 
this is what we have a right to do to- 
wards neutrals again, “ whenever the 
conservation of the country” calls forit, 


thinks pro to cause itto be done! 


But is it really so ? can it be jossible, 
can the thung be, that a secrclary o) state 
has usserted, in open parinomcnt, that 


cecrecs. Gb} - 


‘ ; , ig | 
leon did notexist, we Lad u right 


whenever we think proper, we have a} 


was seiged on the high seas by any of 
our vessels of war, carried into any of 


find their way home as they could.— 


tually made, not being duly published. 

| 285. Brig Venus, from Brazil and London, 
/10 guns, richly laden with 562 bales of cotton, 
| fustic, &c. sent intoSavannah by the privateer 
Polly of Salem. 

286, 287, 288, 289, 290, 291, 992, 293, 294 
'—hnine British vessels, sunk, burnt, and des. 
‘troyed by the Patriot of New-York, during a 
cruise of 56. days. 

295. Packet ‘Townsend, from Falmouth fo 
Rarbadoes, heavily armed, captured tw 
the Tom, of Baltimore, after a severe engage 
iment in which the captain of the Towansent 
and four of her men were killed and several 
|wounded. The Tom was but little injureé, 
}and had only two men wounded. 

296. Brig Burchall, a packet from Barba- 
does for Demarara, with an English commis 
sary and his lady on board, captured by the 
High-Flyer of Baltimore, and sent into that 
t. The High-Flyer has captured a num- 
r of drogers plying between the islands— 
she released one of them with the commissary 
and 72 prisoners, and sent her as a flag of 
truce into Demarara; and governor Carmi- 
chael returned a complimentary letter to her 
capt. for his kind treatment of them. 
297. Brig Criterion, sent into New-York. 
298. Schooner Neptune, captured by the 
Revenge of Philadelphia, and given up to re 
lease her prisoners, after the proper formal 
ties. 

299. Schooner Neptune, with a cargo of 
salt, oil, fish, &c. sent to Portland, by the Re 
venge of Salem ; on her way from the former 
to the latter place was wrecked—crew and 
cargo saved, 

300. Schooner —, driven ashore on the 
coast of Nova Scotia, and burnt, by the Re 
venge of Salem. 


ior 





that it to say, whenever our government 


$01. Brig Fancy, sent into New-Iondon by 
the Joel Barlow, privateer. 

302. sloop Nelly and Pamelia, captared by 
the Revenge of Philadelphia, was wrecked ™ 
Chincoteague shoals—crew and cargo saved: 
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France, France now would have been as PRINTED BF 


Now, I will not waste my time and that 








triumphant, in a commercial point of view, as 4 JOSEPH DESNOUES, 

sie was with respect to the continent. Hef the reader by any discussion upon FOR THE PROPRIETOR. 
begged he might always be considered as an| Maritime and heatral rights ; but will No. 6, Caurcu-sTREET. 
admirer of that eyeem.” just ask him this one question; If we near or Sr, Paut’s cuuncn, 





